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purity of the deed, but asserts that if it were indeed
true, as Lorenzo affirmed, that he was solely desirous
of liberating his country, then no praise or reward
could be adequate to his merits. To an uneasy
youth burning with a desire for immortality no
path was so short or certain as tyrannicide, provided
only that the slayer might survive the slain and defend
his motives to an admiring audience. The puny
Lorenzacchio, as he was contemptuously called,
lived to write a formal apology for his act, which
presents a curious illustration of the moral code of
that age. He assumes that it is universally allowed
that popular government is better than tyranny,
and undertakes to demonstrate that Alessandro was
a tyrant more impious than Nero, more flagitious
than Caligula, and more cruel than Phalaris. Critics
had objected that it was dishonourable to murder a
man to whom the slayer was bound by ties of obligation,
trust, and kinship. Even if these facts were so, tyrants,
however slain, were best dead. Lorenzacchio, however,
takes pains to deny the allegation that he had failed
to observe the polite statutes of social honour. He
was not in any true sense the kinsman of the
murdered bastard, but even if he were, did not Timo-
leon earn a deathless name by killing his brother
in the cause of liberty ? He was under no obligation
to a man from whom he had not even received the
privilege of exemption from the taxes. He was
unfaithful to no trust, for Alessandro was incapable
of confidence, and drawn to his doom by the mere
force of his own libidinous appetites. His motive
had been simple, the liberation of his native city from
an intolerable yoke. If the end had not been reached,
if one tyrant had been succeeded by another,